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Dear Members, 

Annual Scientific Meeting 

Once again the annual scientific meeting of the College was held 

in Kuala Lumpur.  This time, the organising committee led by 

Assoc Prof Ariza Adnan had decided to hold it in Crown Plaza 

Mutiara which formerly was KL Hilton and is a nostalgic place to 

visit as it used to be a favourite conference venue for professional 

associations in the old days. More than 300 pathologists, scientists  

and trainees attended the conference and had a wonderful time 

for their updates in pathology, whilst re-connecting with old 

friends and meeting with new ones. This year, the Royal College 

of Pathologists of Australasia led by the Malaysian-born         

President, Professor Yee Khong, participated in our meeting,      

contributing speakers to several sessions. We are grateful for their 

generous support and friendship, and hope this close association 

would continue for a long time. 

The UK Royal College 

In the coming 12-14 July, the President of the Royal College of 

Pathologists of United Kingdom, Dr Archie Prentice, will be  

attending the 46th Malaysia-Singapore Congress of Medicine, held 

at the Shangri La Hotel, Kuala Lumpur. It has been a long while 

(perhaps for more than 15 years) since the last visit of a UK   

College President. The last one was a haematologist, Professor 

Adrian Newland, and Dr Prentice is also a haematologist. It is 

good that the two sister colleges can re-connect and re-kindle our 

friendship and cordial exchanges started so long ago, way back in 

1975 when the Malaysian Society of Pathologists was first        

established. 

Pathologists for East Malaysia 

In May, we saw the graduation of trainees completed their Master 

of Pathology course. I am pleased to find out that a scheme has 

been introduced by the Ministry of Health to rotate these new 

colleagues to East Malaysia for a stint after they have completed a 

further 6-month post- Master service. This will definitely alleviate 

the shortage of pathologists of all disciplines currently faced by 

the hospitals in East Malaysia. I am glad our appeal has not fallen 

on a deaf ear when the College communicated this problem to 

the new Director-General when he met with the Council of the 

Academy of Medicine last year during his official visit to the 

Academies Building in Jalan Tun Razak. We do hope some of the 

pathologists doing the rotation may be attracted to the appealing 

environment and service conditions of the hospitals and return to 

these hospitals one day to serve them. 

 

 

Collaboration between MOH and Medical Schools 

I was told that the number of house officers is reaching 8000 next 

year. In order to accommodate these large number of house   

officers, the Ministry of Health has introduced the shift system 

for them. In addition, 21 district hospitals will be upgraded to 

become specialist hospitals with the help of specialists from the 

universities both public and private. I believe it is a good move. 

The universities should be involved in the training of the house 

officers, not just being happy only to graduate batches of medical 

students. UMMC, HUKM and HUSM are the privileged        

universities that have their own hospitals where they can see how 

the fresh medical graduates perform in practice; now other     

universities have an opportunity to experience that.  We want to 

ensure that this stage of training of the medical graduate should 

be as sound as the medical undergraduate programme based on 

relevant and appropriate education principles. I also hope that my 

pathology colleagues who are involved in this exercise could seize 

the opportunity to argue for a rotation in laboratory medicine as 

part of the 2-year housemanship. Pathology is medicine; we 

should secure a portion of this early practice experience so that 

more will take up pathology in the future. 

Laboratory Medicine for Medical Undergraduates 

There are now 36 medical schools with 41 medical programmes 

operating in Malaysia. Many have adopted the integrated        

approach in the delivery of their preclinical phase. The            

consequence is that we have heard the lament of our colleagues in 

pathology that the students’ contact with this noble profession 

and the due emphasis of pathology practices are lost in these new 

curricula. Perhaps our colleagues in pathology could make an 

effort to re-introduce this exposure to pathology practice during 

the revision of their curricula. I understand there has been a   

consistent effort to do so by our Australian counterparts with 

some achievements. For a start, perhaps we could have a        

substantial posting in laboratory medicine in either the preclinical 

or the clinical phase, where the medical students have a stint in 

the pathology laboratories. Pathology should no longer be taught 

in lecture halls or teaching laboratories. It should be taught in 

servicing laboratories where the action is. What better way to 

enthuse students when they can see a pathologist  making a     

diagnosis that would guide the plan of management of a clinician 

for a particular patient. Let us leave this imprint in the young 

mind and hope more graduates would join us in the future. 
 

With best wishes, 

Emeritus Professor SK Cheong 



Address :                             

G-1, Medical  Academies of Malaysia,         

210 Jalan Tun Razak, 50400 Kuala Lumpur  

Malaysia.  

Tel  :  603 4025 4700/3700  

       603 2092 5262 

Fax:  603 4023 8100 

Emai l :  acadmed@po.jaring.my  

For news letter  comments , please emai l :  

pathtalk@gmail.com 

Message from the President 1 

News & Events 2 

Workshops: Lymphoma & Bone  

Marrow Disorders  
3 

Upcoming Event 4 

Inside This Issue: 

CPathAMM NEWSLETTER 

Page 2 

The Scientific Partnership for HER2 testing         

Excellence (SPHERE) meeting, held on May 

2011 last year, was a great success. 

The development and management committee 

of SPHERE regional team, under the auspice of 

College of Pathologists, Malaysia went on to 

conduct a clinical audit meeting. 

The meeting was held at Universiti Kebangsaan 

Malaysia Medical Centre (UKMMC) on the 10th 

January 2012 to address questions and create 

greater appreciation of the audit’s benefits 

among doctors in Malaysia. In addition, an       

interactive workshop on HER2 scoring and     

interpretation was also carried out. 

Path Talk, on behalf of the College, would like 

to thank Dr Nirmala Pathmanathan and      

Associate Professor Michael Bilous for       

conducting the meeting and the workshop. We 

would also like to record our appreciation to Dr 

Arni Talib and her team, together with Roche 

(Malaysia) Sdn. Bhd., for their hard work in 

ensuring the success of this meeting. 

SPHERE Regional HER2 Testing Audit Meeting 

News & Events  

The Malaysian Society of Colorectal Surgeons 

and College of Pathologists, Malaysia jointly 

organised the Colorectal Pathology Workshop 

2012. The workshop was held on the 8th March 

in Kuching, Sarawak. 

The workshop aimed to provide regular        

updates on topics in colorectal pathology.   

Professor Manuel Salto-Tellez, from Queen’s 

University Belfast, Northern Ireland, UK was the 

invited speaker for the workshop.  

Topics covered during the workshop include: 

 Introduction to biopsy interpretation 

 Neoplastic pathology 

 Molecular diagnostics of GIT pathology 

 Non-neoplastic pathology 

Management of real complicated cases were 

also discussed during the interactive sessions. 

Path Talk, on behalf of the College, would like 

to thank Professor Salto-Tellez for conducting 

the workshop and Dr Wan Khamizar Wan 

Khazim and his team for their hard work in    

organising this workshop. 

Colorectal Pathology Workshop 
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The workshops on Lymphoma: Systemic Approach to Diagnosis and Bone Marrow Disorders were 

jointly organised by the College and the Department of Pathology, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 

Medical Centre (UKMMC). 

 

 The two workshops were held at the seminar room of Department of Pathology, Universiti       

Kebangsaan Malaysia Medical Centre (UKMMC). The lymphoma workshop was on the 11th January 

2012 while the bone marrow disorders workshop was held one day later on the 12th January 2012 at 

the same venue. Associate Professor Dr Adnan Mansoor from University of Calgary, Alberta Canada, 

a Visiting Associate Professor at the Department of Pathology, UMMC together with Associate          

Professor Dr Noraidah Masir from the Department of Pathology, UKMMC were invited as speakers at 

the workshops. 

 

 These workshops, targeting histopathologists, haematologists and trainees in pathology, were 

focused on the recent updates in the diagnosis of lymphoma and bone marrow pathology. In addition, 

the workshops aimed to understand the new WHO classification of Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma and       

diagnostic approaches, to update on application of ancillary techniques on diagnosis of              

haematolymphoid malignancies and also to provide knowledge as well as skills for the diagnosis of 

bone marrow disorders. Topics covered during the workshops included: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, case review and slide discussions carried out by Associate Professer Dr Adnan Mansoor 

also provided additional highlight to the workshops.  

 

 Path Talk, on behalf of the college, thanked Professor Datin Dr Noor Hamidah, Associate       

Professor Dr Noraidah Masir, Dr Azlin Ithnin and their team, for their hard work in organising the   

workshops. The college would also like to record our appreciation to Associate Professer Dr Adnan 

Mansoor for his contribution in the workshops. 

Lymphoma Bone Marrow Disorders 

 Morphological pattern of normal & neoplastic 

lymph node 

 Systematic approach to diagnosis 

 Uses of IHC in lymphoma diagnosis 

 Low grade B cell lymphomas 

 Lymphoblastic leukemia/lymphoma 

 Anaplastic lymphomas 

 Normal histology of the bone marrow 

 Evaluation of trephine biopsy 

 Myeloproliferative diseases 

 Myelodysplastic syndromes 

 Bone marrow involvement in B cell           

lymphoma 

Workshops on Lymphoma & Bone Marrow Disorders 
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Meetings & Seminars  

DATE EVENT VENUE 

10 January SPHERE HER2 Regional Audit Meeting 
Universiti Kebangsaan         

Malaysia Medical Centre 

11-12 January  Workshops: Lymphoma & Bone Marrow Disorders 
Universiti Kebangsaan         

Malaysia Medical Centre 

8 March  Colorectal Pathology Workshop Kuching, Sarawak 

24 April  Cardiac Pathology Seminar 
University Malaya               

Medical Centre 

30 April  
HbA1c & Managing Diabetes Mellitus: Perfecting the 

Diagnostic Tools 

Institut Pengurusan Kesihatan 

Kuala Lumpur 

The College extends a warm welcome to the 

following new admission: 

Dr Ahmed Ali Omar Eshagroni 

Dr Anani Aila Mat Zin 

Dr Dayangku Norlida Awang 

Dr Reena Rahayu Md Zin 

Dr Intan Nureslyna Samsudin 

Dr Norlatiffah Sydee 

Dr Salman Mohd Sahid 

Dr Tun Maizura Mohd Fathullah 

Dr Wan Faiziah Wan Abdul Rahman 

N e w  A d m i s s i o n   U p c o m i n g  E v e n t  

Malaysian Society of Haematology & the 

College jointly organised: 

Coagulopathy Screening & Investigation 

(CSI) Workshop 

Date: 10 - 11 Sept 2012 

Venue: Auditorium UiTM (Selayang Campus) 

Invited Speakers: 

Dr Geoff Kershaw (Australia) 

Dr Jameela Sathar (Malaysia)  
 

For further information: 

Email: hescop2012@gmail.com 

Tel: 03-9145 5470 & 03-9145 5842 

Fax: 03-9173 8245 


